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When American President Ronald Reagan uttered the now famous words “Mr. 
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” in June 1987, it’s highly unlikely that he 

anticipated the impact he would have on Berlin’s GLBT communities. He was, 

of course, referring to the wall which a ne east and west sectors of 

the city of Berlin. ' 
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A warm, sunny summer evening in Amsterdam is always a pleasant occurrence, 
but on this particular night in the gardens at the Gleevnik Museum it was an extra 
special occasion when the Eurocreme models and staff hosted a media reception. 


With over 40 destinations across Canada, to the U.S., Mexico and the Caribbean, planning 
your next trip has never been easier. Sit back and relax in our comfy leather seats and enjoy 
our friendly customer service. We look forward to welcoming you onboard. ; — 
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| Re-Cye le You rself 


By Roy Heale 
St. John’s, Newfoundland 


What did you do this past summer? So often the summer months slip by too fast 
and all the dreams we had for outdoor activities are not completely fulfilled. Earlier, 
in our May issue, we told you about the ambitious plans that Dave Watson and 
Justin McGee undertook for their Bike Canada For Kidney tour across Canada 
raising funds and awareness for the Kidney Foundation of Canada and organ 
donation. Now we would like to update you on the dreams achieved on this 
momentous journey. 


Sitting in St. John’s, Newfoundland on August 10 with Watson after the final 
wheel-dipping ceremony in the Atlantic Ocean, it was easy to understand his mixed 
emotions. “I’m excited that it’s ended and | made it across the country safely, but 
I’m kind of sad that it’s over as | was really enjoying the cycling and the country- 
side,” says Watson.After one hundred days and 7550 kilometres, Watson has many 
stories to tell, fond remembrances of making new friends, assistance from kind 
supporters, unexpected twists of fate and the beauty of the great Canadian 
landscape. 


Watson and McGee started in Victoria on schedule May |, dipped their wheels 
in the Pacific Ocean and began their arduous cycle across Canada with gusto, 
enthusiasm and perhaps a little trepidation about how far they had to go. Watson 
reflects, “I knew it was possible but | couldn’t actually fathom the distance and it 
was overwhelming looking at the map. The first day we cycled sixty kilometres and 
with over seven thousand to go we didn’t know if we could really do it.” 


These days most of us know that travel plans need to be flexible and always to 
expect the unexpected. This journey was to be no exception with surprises occur- 
ring despite the honourable intentions. In the very early stages, McGee developed 
some problems with his knees and in Vancouver he checked in with doctors at a 
local hospital who advised him that he couldn’t continue on the trip. Even a 
specialist's second opinion only confirmed the seriousness of his knee bursitis 
which would require a couple of month’s rest, and no bike riding—a big disap- 
pointment for both McGee and Watson. This devastating news left the two friends 
in a quandary as to what would next happen to each of them. 


Watson recalls, “This was a huge question mark. | didn’t know what to do. Part 
of me wanted to say this is it—the end of the 
trip, and look after my best friend. It had never | 
occurred to me during the planning that it 
wouldn’t be the two of us, but that | would be 
doing it alone.” This was a huge decision and 
Watson consulted with family, friends and of 
course, McGee. “‘ After some time | realised | 
had to go on, there was so much time, 
emotion and planning invested in the trip, plus 
the multitude of supporters who had helped 
to get us to this point. lt was a sad moment 
saying goodbye to Justin and heading into the 
B.C. mountains alone.” 


Going it alone was indeed a challenge, but) .< _ 
Watson quickly developed his successful ~ . es 
formula of riding ten kilometres at a stretch - 
followed by a rest break, focussing only on this shorter distance rather than the 
thousands of kilometres that lie ahead of him. 


Looking back, he fondly remembers each province for a distinct reason.“ British 
Columbia—big hills and amazingly beautiful, Alberta—just a short ride, 
Saskatchewan—surprisingly hilly, Manitoba—flat, Ontario—so long and remote 


with beautiful landscape in the north, Quebec—so much fun and history, New 
Brunswick—the highlight of my trip as | rode into my hometown of Harvey to an 
amazing welcome from the entire community, Prince Edward Island—hot and hilly, 
Nova Scotia—great seafood and coastlines, Newfoundland—friendly people with a 
great welcome and finale,’ Watson replied when asked to give a brief description 
of each region. 


Along the way Watson encountered inquisitive media who assisted with his main 
goal to spread the word about the importance of organ donation. Watson himself 
is fighting a debilitating kidney disorder and wanted to explain the significance for 
Canadians to sign their organ donor cards and tell relatives of their intent to 
donate. In Western Canada, Shaw Television caught up with him at several locations. 
Across Canada, CBC Television aired numerous different interviews and 
throughout the trip, local radio stations and newspapers helped to spread the 
word. It would be impossible to place a value on this media coverage but without 
a doubt more people now understand that one donor can save or improve the 
quality of life for up to forty other 
individuals. In addition, Watson has 


raised over twenty-six thousand .@) Vy T L oQ K 5 
dollars to date for the Kidney 

Foundation of Canada—surpassing the ESTABLISHED 1997 

original goal of twenty thousand | publisher Roy Heale 
dollars. 
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donated a GPS system to the cause and 
Watson assured us that it was one of 
the most valuable pieces of equipment 
on the journey. “It was the most useful 
thing, not just to find my way or find 
the safest route through cities on a 
bicycle, but it helped me find accom- 
modations, food, campsites and just 
about everything for a stranger in a 
strange land,” said Watson enthusiasti- 
cally. 
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The Bike Canada For Kidney website 
is still active and you can read the fasci- 
nating cross-Canada journal written by 
Watson en route, or view some of the 
spectacular and folksy photos taken by 
Watson from the different places and 
events which were a part of his trip. 
More importantly, you can still make a 
donation to the cause or download an 
organ donor card for your personal 
use. It’s well worth a visit to the site if 
only to follow along with Watson and 
experience a summer journey across 
Canada and a dream fulfilled by one 
very modest, goal-oriented, ambitious 
young gay Canadian. 
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A dictionary full of words could be 
depleted in order to adequately 
describe Watson’s accomplishment, but 
a slogan on a T-shirt he received in 
Newfoundland inscribed with these 
words possibly says it best: “Don’t Take 
Your Organs To Heaven...Heaven 
Knows We Need Them Here”. 


Congratulations, Dave, on a great 
achievement and we know these 
hundred days of your life will have a 
positive and lasting impact on the lives 
of many Canadians in several different 
ways. 


We acknowledge the financial support of the 
Government of Canada through the Canada 
Magazine Fund toward our editorial costs. 


Canada 


Visit BikeCanadaForKidney.com 
for further information. 


Special thanks to Danny and Ed at 
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Toronto AIDS Walk,2006 


AIDS Walk for Life 


Celebrates Local Heroes 
By Tricia Diduch 


This year, count yourself among the local heroes in your community by parti- 
cipating in the AIDS Walk for Life 2007. You'll be in good company. Year after 
year, the Walk has had phenomenal support from participants across the country 
and fundraisers are gearing up for another successful event. 


Contributing to the cause not only does good for your community-based AIDS 
service organization, but it'll also do you good by opening your heart to the spirit 
of generosity within your community. Just follow the lead of these individuals who 
share their inspiring stories of dedication and commitment to supporting the 
fight against HIV/AIDS in their community. 


Vancouver, BC 


John Pedersen of Vancouver has been supporting the AIDS Walk for Life since 
the early 1990s. That first year, he and a friend, Kelley Bowman, set their sights 
ona modest $1,000 fundraising goal,and reached it. And since 1996, John’s efforts 
have snowballed to a remarkable cumulative total of approximately $115,000, 
with funds generated going to the British Columbia Persons with AIDS Society 
(BCPWA). John’s contributions have grown continuously, from a modest personal 
donation to galvanizing teams of participants in his workplace and organizing 
several successful fundraising events in support of the Walk. 
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It was in 2000 that John’s fundraising efforts began in earnest. That year, he 
introduced his passion to his workplace, Cineplex Entertainment (then Famous 
Players), and rounded up a corporate team. They've offered him tremendous 
encouragement in meeting his goals. With his corporate team, John organizes a 
plethora of events: karaoke and movie nights, boat cruises, red ribbon blitzes, car 
washes and sales of AIDS Walk for Life bracelets. The Head Office has also offered 
incentive prizes for the Walk. John readily admits, “I’m really lucky, | work with a 
company that supports me and my efforts.” In recognition of his efforts, John was 
also presented with the 2004 AccolAIDS Award for Philanthropy. 


But John’s not involved in the Walk for the recognition. Expecting to raise about 
$10,000 for his local AIDS service organization this year, he receives a sense of 
satisfaction from setting a goal and reaching it. Having lost many friends to AIDS, 
he’s keenly aware of the impact HIV/AIDS has on people’s lives and feels good 
just knowing that the money goes to helping make the lives of people living with 
HIV/AIDS a little easier. He also does it for the enjoyment. “You have to have fun 
doing it—it’s all about fun-raising!” John maintains. The ongoing support each 
year, plus the gratification of seeing the younger generation getting involved also 
spur on his efforts. 


Thunder Bay, Ontario 


In Thunder Bay, Ontario, Selly Pajamaki will be participating in her eleventh 
AIDS Walk for Life. Having lost her youngest brother to AIDS in 1996, Selly walks 
in his memory each year. With the support of friends, family and local businesses, 
to date, Selly has raised over $33,000 in her community. 


Beginning in June each year, Selly reaches out to her network of friends and 
past supporters through a mail-out campaign seeking pledges for the current 
year’s Walk. Devoting nights and weekends to follow-up calls and her lunch hours 
to soliciting support from Thunder Bay’s local business community, her dedication 
is unwavering. She admits it can be tiring. “After each year’s Walk, I’m always tired 
and say that I’m not going to do it next year, but | always get revved up in June 
and work up the incentive again.” 


By and large, her efforts have met with an overwhelmingly positive response. 
Selly recalls a time when a gas station attendant once responded to her request 
for support. “Without hesitation, he gave me a big smile and told me | could have 
everything he had in his pocket.” It ended up being about $5 worth of change. 
She adds, “No amount is too small—every contribution counts.” 


And what’s in it for Selly? The satisfaction of supporting her local AIDS service 
organization, AIDS Thunder Bay, for which she also works as Coordinator of 
Volunteer Services, plus the fact that she’s spreading the word about the reality 
of HIV/AIDS in her community. 


Toronto, Ontario 


Robb Walker, Chair of the AIDS Walk for Life Committee in Toronto also has 
a dedicated history with the AIDS Walk for Life. About fifteen years ago, he 
learned of a friend’s HIV-positive status and within a year lost that friend to AIDS- 
related complications. His resolve to support the fight against HIV/AIDS stemmed 
from that event, as well as from the subsequent loss of friends and the positive 
diagnosis of an ex-partner four years ago. Last year and again this year, Robb has 
invested significant time and effort working as Committee Chair to organize the 
Walk. Soliciting volunteers and coordinating logistics, food and beverages, corpo- 
rate teams and promotional and marketing activities, he confesses, “Sometimes, it 
feels like a second job, but it’s the best job in the world.” 


Robb’s involvement is clearly fuelled by his passion for the cause. He observes 
that with current statistics indicating that less people are dying of HIV/AIDS, the 
cause doesn’t always get the attention it deserves. “While people are living longer, 
HIV/AIDS still has an enormous effect on quality of life’? Robb claims. “We still 
need to educate on prevention, to be proactive, to let people with HIV/AIDS 
know that they are valuable and offer them the dignity and respect they deserve. 
We also need support networks and the money that funds those networks.” 


Well-versed on the issues, Robb adds that meaningful involvement is key. “It has 
to come from the heart,” Robb says. “You get a strong sense of satisfaction from 
knowing you made a difference.” His hope is that people will become more 
aware that AIDS is far from over. A devoted supporter who has raised $7,000 
last year and $35,000 over the course of the last few years, people now come to 
Robb asking when they can start donating. 


Become a Local Hero in Your Community 


It’s not just those who participate in the Walk who are local heroes though, it’s 
also those who offer pledges to participants and those who take up the cause in 
their own way, including just by talking to their friends about HIV/AIDS. Embrace 
the hero in you this September | 6-23 by walking, donating or volunteering your 
time and energy in support of the AIDS Walk for Life. The Walk will do us good! 


To participate in the 2007 AIDS Walk for Life in your community, or for more 
information, please contact your local AIDS service organization, or visit our 
website at aidswalkforlife.ca. W 
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By Ralph Higgins 


It began just twelve years ago as a gathering of a few friends in Larry 
Dickinson’s backyard. In the intervening years, this small private party has grown 
into FurFest, the largest bear party in Canada annually bringing visitors from all 
over North America and Europe to Fredericton, New Brunswick for several days 
of food, fun and relaxation. For many, the event has taken on the feel of a family 
reunion and host Larry calls it a “close encounter of the bear-hug kind”. FurFest 
is also an important fundraiser for AIDS New Brunswick, collecting over 
$1700.00 last year. 


Many plan their summer vacations around FurFest and bear travellers come 
from as far away as Denmark and France. One couple from the UK were planning 
to come over a few days early to be married before the event. On the FurFest 
website, past participants described their experience as “best weekend | had in a 
long time”, “the most relaxing time of my whole summer”, and the other bears 
as “down to earth” and “friendly”. 


According to Wikipedia, the Bear community arose during the 1980s as a 
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development of the gay biker and leather groups. Some stocky, hairy gay men felt 
that the gay community, in general, was unwelcoming to those who were not 
young and smooth with gym bodies. In addition, many blue-collar rural men did 
not feel part of the urban gay scene and sought an alternative male bonding. My 
own experience with bears has been that there is a lot less attitude and judge- 
ment than that found in some other areas of the queer community. Looking at 
the many photos at the FurFest website (FurFest.ca) one sees easy smiles,no one 
striking a pose, and lots of laughter. For those of us over the age of thirty, there 
may be a lot we can learn from a group who honour mature men rather than the 
blind cult of youth which is the predominant mindset of current North American 
culture. 


Those who took part in FurFest 2007, August 2-5, had a full slate of activities 
to choose from. Besides lots of hotel pool time, meals and getting reacquainted 
with old friends or making new ones, there were prizes to be won on Games 
Night (Name That Tune—songs from the 60s, 70s and 80s; the Bearlywed Game— 
in which friends or partners find out how much they really know about each 
other), visiting the sights of Fredericton such as a tour of Kings Landing Historical 
Settlement, cruises along the Saint John River on the Carleton II, Beaverbrook Art 
Gallery and live entertainment in Fredericton’s Historic Garrison District and the 
Changing of the Guard Ceremony. There was also a Teddy Bears’ Picnic, visits to 
Boom! Nightclub and a Saturday Night Fever Dance. 


Less than ten years ago, Fredericton made the news when Mayor Brad 
Woodside refused to declare Gay Pride Week. It took a ruling from the New 
Brunswick Human Rights Commission to force his grudging agreement—dragging 
his feet every step of the way.While we can assume that the mayor did not repre- 
sent all of his constituents, still it did make Fredericton appear to be less than 
eager to roll out the rainbow carpet. 


Well, the atmosphere has certainly changed. The City of Fredericton is now an 
official sponsor of FurFest. The Crowne Plaza Lord Beaverbrook Hotel actively 
persuaded Larry Dickinson to make the hotel its centre of activities and special 
rates are given to FurFest participants. Air Canada is the official airline for the 
event and offers discounts. Businesses all over the city clamour to be included in 
the activities—a change in social conscience or a pragmatic recognition that gay 
business can mean good money? | would like to think it is both. 


A remarkable accomplishment for Larry Dickinson and his volunteers who 
have made FurFest such a success, but after twelve years of steady growth, 2007 
will be the last year for FurFest. As Larry wrote in the FurFest blog, “We've 
decided this year will be the last FurFest. It takes a week of our summer holidays 
just to do the event, not including all the work leading up to it. Next year we can 
have that time to travel and enjoy the summer. As founder of the event, | feel I’ve 
accomplished what | set out to do.” He is not without regrets at this ending, 
however. “We have made many great friends who have returned year after year 
to support the event. We hate to let it go, but it’s time. | hope to see many of 
you return this year for the last bash. Let’s go out with a bang.” 


By the time you read this, the final FurFest will have come to an end. The 
souvenir boxer shorts, ball caps and mugs will have been unpacked and put away; 
the photos will be arranged in albums to keep the memories sharp. Friends will 
vow to stay in touch but without FurFest as a focus, how many will succeed? 
Clearly there is a desire, perhaps even a need, for an annual gathering like FurFest. 
Larry Dickinson has done more than his share and has earned a break from 
organizing the event but perhaps some other bear club will want to pick up the 
torch in their furry paws and carry it on to another city. I'd like to think that 
next summer there would still be big hairy men splashing in a pool, eating, 
drinking and laughing together continuing the festival celebrating the brother- 
hood of bears. W 


WHERE YOU'RE THE ENTERTAINMENT! 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
9:30 PM — 1:30 AM at PocoLoco Lounge 
524 4th Avenue SW 
or book your karaoke party today 

for any apecial event! : 
rao eaan 
: #406, 401 - 9th 
262-3623 
280, 104 - 58th Avenue SE 
253-8365 


(403) 803-0882 
THEME PARTIES - MAME THAT SONG - FREE OVERTIME 


2493 27TtH 


Www. OPIENTSLPAOERIX.GO mm 


style shown: wic. “tea” 


Richard Denney's 55th Birthday Bash! 


A Beswick House Fund Raising Event. 


CIALS Sunday shooter special 2.25 

THE DAILY SPE Monday Import beer and Coolers 4.50 
Tuesday Draught 2.25 

Wednesday Highball and Domestic beer 4.00 

Thursday Double highballs 5.50 


1115 11th avenue sw calgary, ab. (403)245-1115 ext. 241 
carpet / tile / hardwood / laminates / vinyl / cork 


Ee ENEREDNOUSsS Toronto, Vancouver Ottawa 


NETWORK Calgany 


Canada’s only professional matchmaking network catering excusively to long-term same-sex relationships 


Entre-Nous Network has helped me reclaim my social life! | became so focused on my career, that 

everything else seemed to wither... | just had my first match, and now | remember everything I've 

been missing! | can't wait to see him again and explore the world of possibilities. 
- John, 55, Toronto 


Once! finally accepted that | was not going to find the love of my life at a bar, | made the 
decision to call Entre-Nous, and | have not regretted it since. | could not believe how happy | 
became once | stopped making compromises and focused finding the person | have always 
dreamed of meeting. The men! have met through Entre Nous keep getting better!! 

-Al, 31, Richmond Hill 


You always see true love in the movies, and | have always maintained that | would 
find that person if it was the last thing | do. Once | had met a few matches with Entre 
Nous, | knew | was on the right track. Then | met Tim. WOW! Thank you so much! 


Call Today! 
1-866-467-5252 
a 
www.entrenousnetwork.com 
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des gais et lesbien 
de Montréal 
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Photos: David King 
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Photos: Jocelyn Michel 
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Arbor Funeral Homes 


a, Proudly Canadian * 


Proud to offer the services 
ducts to meet your 
ae needs. 


crate British Colunibia. 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 


Avaton Surrey Sands Funeral Chapel Richmond 
Home (Durieany 


Funeral Funeral Home 
13288 108 Avenue 187 Trunk Road 
Duncan, BC VOL 2P1 
Phone; 604-746-5212 


Sands Funeral Chapel 
(Victoria 


1803 Quadra Street 
Victoria, BC V8T 4B8 
Phone: 604-478-3821 Phone: 250-388-5155 


524 17th ave sw Calgary 
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gravitypope 


2 10442 82 ave Edmonton - 2205 west 4th ave Vancouver 


www.gravitypope.com 
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By David King’ 


Model: Nathalie V. from montagemodels.ca 
Make-up: Eve Vadenais 

Hair: Frangois-Alexandre et Orbite 
Photo-concept: blais-bilinski.com 
Design: Madam B 


CHRIS & JOHN 
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SEASON 3 
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Photos of Dinh Ba by David Ki 
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Situated in the heart of Montréal’s Gay Village, Amherst Street has continually 
managed to re-invent itself in the last decade. Once the place to go to scavenge retro 
antique stores and pawn shops, it briefly became home to our only gay bookstore, 
’Androgyne, after its re-sale to (and eventual closure by) Priape. It’s a street where 
stores have come and gone as quickly as fashion season. 


These days, Amherst is still toying with its potential. Offering an eclectic mix of 
unusual pubs and coffee shops, a market, galleries, designer optometrists, spas and 
B&B's, it’s always a great detour from the club-heavy St. Catherine Street East. 


Montréal was built on the fashion trade, so it’s not surprising that designers can be 
found just about anywhere, including the Gay Village, where Priape first spread its wings 
as Canada’s gay department store. Setting up its designs internationally through the 
auspices of Priapewear, and marketing heavily online around the world, Priape has 
certainly proven its sustainability and profitability. Stephen Sandler’s BodyBody was not 
so lucky, recently closing the last of its North American stores on Toronto’s Church 
Street without a whisper. 


One certainly can’t live on Priapewear alone, and as other designers line St. 
Catherine Street East with unique and exciting casual wear, designers like Dinh Ba are 
taking Amherst by storm. 


“I try to think of the active working woman today,’ describes Dinh, “who needs 
something creative and practical at the same time—but also something a little 
coquettish for the evening.” 


Born in Saigon, Dinh Ba came to Montréal at eight years old and grew up assisting 
his seamstress mother. What was once a family obligation turned into a huge passion, 
and it’s no surprise that his mother is a huge inspiration to him. He completed his 
fashion degree in 2000 at LaSalle College, and by the time he graduated, he had already 
represented Canada in Paris’ Concours Jeune Créateur Internationale. He’s now a 
three-time finalist for Young Designer in that competition. 


“Paris helped me explore fashion a lot,” Dinh comments, “and it gave me a chance to 
explore workshopping and haute couture, while applying my own knowledge coming 
from Canada.” 


Catering most to the twenty-five to forty-five year-old chic businesswoman set, 
Dihn’s collections demonstrate a keen knowledge of eloquent and wearable cuts and 
fabrics, incorporating often-dramatic textures and original patterns to sophisticated 
business sleek. His funwear for men and women is an extension of those cuts, with 
everything from super-rich tank tops and sleeveless shirts to sundresses with a hint of 
naughtiness. These are sophisticated designs that can also be worn to a typical Québec 
cing a sept cocktail. 


After opening his boutique and workshop four years ago, Dinh’s proud that his 
mother has more recently become a top seamstress. With fast success, it hasn’t taken 
long for Dinh’s designs to reach specific retailers across Québec and in Canadian cities 
like Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Ottawa, along with a hip website for ordering and 
viewing collections. This fall, Dinh’s somewhat monochromatic summer colours will 
move into rich metallic designs. 


“lam playing a lot with comfort and practicality,’ Dinh describes, “rich materials, 
patchworks, whites and silvers, golds, and chocolate browns, and then secondary 
colours like mustard yellows and wine reds. These are rich, fresh collections and a bit 
spectacular. For men, | apply the same principles | use for women, a cocktail chic-sport 
but comfortable look, and in 2008, we hope to increase the men’s collection.” 


Just down the street from Dinh Ba is one-named designer Amy from Boutique 
Mad-ame (Mad Soul), a name that at once defies the stuffiness of girlz wear and speaks 
volumes about Amy’s tom-girl collection. Mad-ame’s recently opened boutique and 
workshop is a laid-back environment from the start, offering clothing and accessories 
that you simply won't find anywhere else. 


Originally from Calgary, Amy jumped into business when friends across the country 
had difficulties finding clothes that suited their individual personalities and tastes. She 


particularly noticed that lesbians didn’t have a store to call their own—a market that’s 
been screaming to be noticed. 


“It all stemmed from how friends were treated in women’s stores,” says Amy. “It 
wasn’t often malicious or intentional on the salesperson’s part, but when my friends 
checked out menswear, there were too many times when they were being directed 
over to hoochiewear and told how women should dress”. 


Mad-ame’s collection specializes in female-identified wear that jives with the androg- 
ynous and lesbian consumer community, but most exciting is that it’s original and 
androgynous enough for men too. The store offers brand names with a bent, like 
Dickies’ specialty women’s items and Buffalo’s unisex wear, the latter spanning the 
largest of women’s sizes and the lowest for men. Mad-ame’s workshop is well set-up 
for prét-a-porter and accessories on-site, all aiming to fit women rather than 
“compelling women to fit the clothing”. 


Amy, an incredibly busy part-time law student at McGill, has recently been moving 
out of design and turning attention towards inexpensive tailoring and custom orders, 
particularly same-sex weddings. 


“People are looking for something a little different these days for weddings,” Amy 
reports, “and we have a few stories of people going to traditional dressmakers and 
really having to justify the basis of their relationship. By coming to us, as part of the 
community, we don’t need to know those details, or why equal rights should be 
extended to all marriages.” 


Often re-cutting menswear into inventive creations, Mad-adme and its window 
displays are hip, fun and censor-free. The price range in its three-level boutique is as 
diverse as the collections themselves. 


Turning the corner onto St. Catherine Street, two other designers are at the 
forefront of contemporary design not far removed from Amherst’s charms. Designer 
Martin Delisle is one of them at boutique and wholesaler Blank, and as co-founder, he’s 
proud to impress that Blank’s a made-in-Québec company, hiring homegrown talent 
and manufacturers. The store is located in the heart of the Village, but also along the 
St-Laurent Main, and its collection certainly caters well to those two target markets. 


Most of Blank’s garments can fall under family poly-cotton casuals, including often 
form-fitting muscle tees, hoodies, dresses and comfortable accessories. What makes 
them unique, aside from their socially conscious creation, is that you can customize 
them by checking out colour schemes and cuts online. The store’s wholesaler section 
offers some smart affordability with orders of sixty items or more. 


Wega, the adult store close to Blank, boasts its own exclusive collection, while Bedo, 
which originated in Montréal and has grown to huge heights, is just across the street. 
On the surface, Bedo might strike one as just another retailer, if it weren’t for an 
always-engaging style and the fact that up-and-coming designer Lincoln Cheung is 
hiding in its wings. 

Designing suiting, coats and formal wear for women at Bedo, Cheung is a Hong Kong 
native who, like Dinh Ba, grew up in Canada from an early age and studied fashion at 
LaSalle. Before officially setting up shop in Montréal, he moved to the U.K., participating 
in a nine-month exclusive internship at London’s College of Fashion, where he studied 
under Hussien Chalayan and outfitted an ensemble for London’s Vogue.A huge lover of 
photography, architecture and music (he plays piano and organ), Cheung almost became 
an architect before deciding to apply those skills as his signature in fashion. 


“Conceptually, | draw on deconstructions of buildings,’ describes Cheung, “mixing 
old and new ideas. I’ve been really influenced by architecture in London, Germany and 
France, and | like playing around with shapes. I’ll find some weird corner of a building, 
and suddenly I'll experiment with that in terms of a jacket”. 


Cheung is about to embark on a massive event this October to which he’s sworn to 
secrecy. His MySpace site will confirm all those details soon enough, but it’s apparent 
he’s about to make his mark. 
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“This fall it’s all about sequins, satin, shiny fabrics,” says Cheung. “Really luxurious, a 
lot of layering, and a lot of monochromes and exaggerated shapes—gray for example, 
but with a splash of yellow or purple, or a wash of navy ink.A lot of the pieces focus 
on the sleeves—exaggerated perhaps, with high waist pants and pencil skirts, double 
pleats, and loose and baggy fits.” 


After stumbling upon all four stores during Pride, it’s safe to say that the designers 
at Blank, Bedo, Mad-ame and Dinh Ba are just a few examples of the originality and 
innovation that too often hides behind the storefront fagade.A trip to the Village, and 
attention to what goes on behind-the-scenes, should open up a plethora of opportu- 
nities for finding original and queer-positive designs. All in a city, of course, that 
continues to march proudly hand-in-hand with fashion. W 
Blank: wearblank.com 
Lincoln Cheung and Bedo: myspace.com/llinkypoo and bedo.ca 
Boutique Atelier Dinh Ba: dinhbadesign.com 
Mad-ame Boutique Atelier: mad-ame.ca 
David King is a freelance journalist currently residing in Edmonton.A writer, performer and director, 
he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 


3 Searls OUT Productions presents 
Queer Creation. Toronto's Independent Aunties in 
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"You'd be hard pressed to find a better pairing of performers on stage" - Globe and Mail 
® & & ® (out of four) "Edward Gorey meets Dr. Seuss" - Toronto Star 
"Wickedly funny... E is for excellent!" - NOW Magazine 
"Just the right mix of deadly earnestness and naughty knowingness.” - Toronto Sun 


5 shows only! October 3 - 6, Mainline Theatre, Montreal 
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When American President Ronald Reagan uttered the now famous words 
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” in June 1987, it’s highly unlikely that 
he anticipated the impact he would have on Berlin’s GLBT communities. He 
was, of course, referring to the wall which separated the east and west 
sectors of the city of Berlin. Coincidentally, for decades this wall also divided 
the GLBT community into two separate groups, each of which grew and 
thrived despite the wall’s overall suffocating effect on Berliners. 

However, when the wall finally came down in 1989, instantly the size of 
Berlin’s gay community doubled and in the new unified city the total gay 
population was integrated over a much larger area. This also encouraged 
gays and lesbians from other parts of Germany to relocate to Berlin, where 
there was a comfortable acceptance of their lifestyle and the feeling of 
safety in numbers. In turn, this led to tourists from other countries visiting 
Berlin to enjoy the lively, diversified and liberated gay scene, which had 
developed in the city. 

Twenty years after Reagan’s famous speech, Berlin today is one of the 
most popular European GLBT vacation destinations. When you visit Berlin 
it's easy to understand this newfound reputation based on freedom rather 
than oppression. Thank you, Mr. President! 

The first openly gay Mayor in Germany is Berlin’s Mayor Klaus Wowereit, 
who undoubtedly created a positive influence on the acceptance of gays and 
lesbians in his city. 

Berlin still has several clusters of GLBT communities, each with its own 
unique flair and style. Each district has its own centre for shopping and 
nightlife. A very colourful and diverse gay and lesbian scene primarily 
developed over the years in the districts of Schoneberg, Kreuzberg and 
Prenzlauer Berg. In Schoneberg, one finds the largest and most popular gay 
area of Berlin. The gay scene in Kreuzberg is more alternative, while the — 
nightlife in Prenzlauer Berg is influenced by the many students who reside 
in the neighbourhood. Several discos and clubs in the districts of Mitte and 
Friedrichshain are popular with the gay and lesbian community. Before 
arriving in Berlin there is a wealth of GLBT information to be found at 
visitberlin.de and Berlin Tourism also publishes a gay guide to the city, Out 
in Berlin. — 

True night owls know that Berlin has the longest nights to be found 


_ anywhere in Europe as there are no regulated closing times for bars in this 


city. This is also probably the most sexually liberated city in Europe and 
most bars and sex clubs have dark rooms or play rooms where anything 


goes. However, you need to exercise caution with your valuables in these 
areas and always play safe, as Berlin has the highest incidence of HIV/AIDS 
cases in Europe—along with it’s reputation as the gay sex capital. Having 
said these words of caution, Berlin boasts the most vibrant gay nightlife 
scene likely to be found anywhere in the world, with a multitude of choices 
for your nights on the town. 

During the day walking tours or cycling tours of gay Berlin provide a 
wealth of GLBT history and enjoyable sights. The Eldorado—Marlene 
Dietrich’s favorite place to hang out—was built in the twenties and the 
original Art Deco interior can still be enjoyed today. Perhaps the nostalgia 
of the famous Kit Kat Club would be perfect at cocktail hour. The Neues 
Ufer bar was the favorite neighbourhood pub for David Bowie and Iggy Pop 
when they spent time in Berlin recording albums together and today you 
can still enjoy the relaxing atmosphere that appealed to them so much. The 
Rainbow Monument at Nollendorfplatz underground station is a tribute to 
the approximately 10,000 “pink triangle” prisoners who were held captive 
in concentration camps. The Nazi regime forced these individuals to wear 
pink felt triangles so that their sexual preference would be publicly 
displayed. The Gay Schwules Museum is unique in the world and it contains 
two centuries of artwork and memorabilia from everyday gay life. Since its 
establishment in 1985, a mostly volunteer staff has assembled an amazing 
collection of gay historic items for all visitors to enjoy and perhaps learn 
from. This city is full of fascinating and unique activities to enjoy on any gay 
vacation. 2 

But Berlin has also played a major role in Europe’s history and many 
reminders of the past are still standing today. 

» The Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie are perhaps the most well known 
memories from Berlin’s past. Today there is a permanent reminder of 
Checkpoint Charlie at the museum of the same name, displaying remnants 
of the original crossing station between East and West Berlin. The museum 
contains original objects and artifacts from successful escapes both over 
and under the wall plus the history of the wall and the border it created. 
Just a couple of blocks from Checkpoint Charlie is the Topography of Terror 
where a substantial remnant of the wall itself is accompanied by a pictorial 
history and stories from a time past that could easily be forgotten by future 
generations. 

The Brandenburg Gate, Berlin’s most famous landmark, is over 200 years 
old. Until 1989, it symbolized the division of Berlin and Germany—today it 


Schwules Museum 


is a national symbol of unity. The structure is the only remaining city gate in 
Berlin. Built in 1789-91, designer Carl Gotthard Langhans modeled it after 
the Propylaeum in Athens, making it the first significant example of Berlin 
classicism. When the Berlin Wall still stood, the Gate stood alone and 
isolated. Today it is once again integrated into the recently designed Pariser 
Platz, a pedestrian area. 

Close to the Brandenburg Gate is the Bundestag, the German seat of 
Parliament, in the Reichstag Building that was built in the 1890s. This 
imposing building with monumental facades has a powerful effect on the 
beholder. Surrounded by a beautiful park and other federal government 
buildings this complex is the very heart of German democracy as it is in 
today’s Federal Republic of Germany. Today the building houses six 
thousand public servants and tours of the Bundestag reveal the interior 
renovations and the spectacular gla e ceiling. 

The Victory Column at Grosser S is—after the Brandenburg Gate and 
the Television Tower—one of the most well known landmarks of Berlin. The 
sixty-nine meter high cylinder has partially the Love Parade to thank for its 
popularity. For many years the parade’s end party was celebrated at the 
"plaza around the Victory Column. The Victory Column was originally 
dedicated to acts of war. The monument, built by Johann Heinrich Strack, 
recalls Prussian victories over Denmark, Austria and France in 1864, 1866 
and 1870/71.This is the reason it is decorated with gilded gun barrels. Even 
the 8.32 meter high golden figure on the top of the column does not 
conceal her military background. Located in the Volkspark it is situated 
beside one of the most well-known gay cruising areas in the park. Here on 
weekends you can see same-sex couples and their children enjoying a picnic 
or possibly just enjoying each other. 

The Berlin Gay Map lists one hundred and eighty gay and gay-friendly 
businesses, so finding suitable accommodation is easy with choices in every 
price range and for every style of home-away-from-home. Several places 
offer playrooms or slings in the rooms but many are simple gay hotels and 
Bed & Breakfasts. Staying in Schoneburg is probably the most central for 
everything Berlin has to offer, but with an excellent and inexpensive public 
transit system, anywhere in Berlin is close to some of the GLBT community. 
Two convenient hotel choices in Schoneburg are the Hotel Berlin, Berlin 
and The ArtHotel Connection. The first is a modern, recently renovated 
large hotel with all amenities and gay-friendly staff. The ArtHotel 
Connection is a smaller gay boutique hotel with old world charm, luxurious 
rooms and very helpful gay staff. Both are located close to subway stops and 


HELPFUL WEBSITES: 


visitberlin.de 
Out-in-berlin.com 
Berlinfo.com 
arthotel-connection.de 
Hotel-berlin-berlin.com 
Cabaret-berlin.de 


schwulesmuseum.de 


The Victory Column Tim’s Canadian Deli 


buses making it easy to travel to all the gay quarters of Berlin. 

There are many ways to enjoy tours of Berlin either by yourself or as a 
part of an organised group. Tours on bicycles include biking the Berlin Wall, 
Potsdam by Bike or an Insider tour. Walking tours include Reich Berlin, a 
concentration camp memorial tour, Cold War Berlin or perhaps a 
refreshing pub crawl. The unique “Berlin From pa will take you 
down into Cold War Bunkers and underground tunnels in the dark world 
beneath the city. Boat tours along the River Spree and Landwehrkanal allow 
visitors to experience thevold and new city either by day or night. For those 
with more ambition sightseeing flights are available by helicopter, flying boat 

rein the classic airlift “candy bomber”.Whichever way you choose to tour 

is city you can be sure its many wonders will entertain and educate every 
vacationer searching for the real Berlin. 

Of course, Berlin is a shopper’s paradise with everything from small 
boutiques to the renowned KaDeWe department store. The Galeries 
Lafayette, Potsdamer Platz Mall and stores along Kurfurstendamm offer 
every major designer label and probably some names that will be new to 
even the most accomplished shoppers. Bruno’s gay emporium has two very 
large locations stocked with everything gay under the rainbow. Be prepared 
for European prices and a day of shopping that will leave you with some 
great memories—even if you can’t afford to buy everything you see. 

Berlin is the setting for the movie Cabaret (Liza Minnelli and Joel Grey). 
With its stunning modern buildings blended with the historic architecture, 
urban parkland and wide-open streetscapes, enticing nightlife and liberal- 
minded citizens, it seems as though some of that cabaret mystique still 
exists today. No wonder gays and lesbians from all over the world are 
journeying to Berlin to experience the sexual liberation and a unique 
holiday experience. W 
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is 24 year old student is from Belleville, Ontario. 


He is a CoverGuy contestant which airs on Qut 
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Regina Court's 


Jamboree 
August 3-4 
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Deedz & Ethan 
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Planning an event in 

: Regina? Contact Doug at: 

: mjdkas@hotmail.com and : 

= he'll see about covering it in ° 
: Out & About. : 

Photos by: Doug Smith 


2 Spirit Princess) & Brandi Wesquate (RTSS Member) 


Rachel & Ryan 


The Walk will do us good. Al DS 


Join us for some rockin’ 50’s style fun 


Sunday, September 23 
Eau Claire Market 


Registration 12:00 - 1:30pm 
Walk 2:00 - 3:00pm 


www.calgaryaidswalk.com 


DELROY, I'M SO EXCITED YOU'RE FINALLY GONNA 
MEET MY BEST FRIENDS! EVER SINCE HARVARD WE 
WENT OUR SEPARATE WAYS, BUT MAKE IT A POINT 
TO GET TOGETHER ONCE A YEAR. IF THEY WEREN'T 
ALL IN TOWN FOR JUST ONE NIGHT, YOU AAOW. 


2 CHUCKLES A YALE OEAN 
SHOULD LOOK A BIT 

GRAY | SEE} OISTINGUISHED. B6- 
ereoe A SIDES, SALT 'N' PEPPA, 
IA7\ THAT SOUNDS LIKE THE 

POT CALLING THE 


» WAND THE WHOLE IDEA 
OF PROTECTING CONFIDENTIAL 


SOURCES 'S IN TOTAL DISARRAY. 


THEY'RE TOSSING JOURNALISTS 
N VA/L THESE DAYS! 


NO SHIT, GiRaL! it’s uus’ |) 
LIKE WHAT HAPPENED TO 
LIL’ KIM!! AK MBEAN, WHO 
THEY GONNA LOCK UP 
NEXT -- BEYONCEP?P 


UH... WHY 
DON'T WE 
ORDER SOME 


HEAR 
THAT, NIGGA 
THIG QUEEN 


EVEN THO WE ALREADY Dis- 
CUSSED HOW IMPORTANT 
THIS GIG TONIGHT IS FO’ Me-- 
AS A GOOD BOYFRIEND, \"A 
STILL GONNA MEET YO’ BOYS, 
CUZ AH KNOW IT MEANS SO 
MUCH T! YOU. BUT AT 10:30, 
MAH ASS IS OUTTA THERE! 


OKAY, YOU THREE: MEET MY TALENTED, 
SEXY, WONDERFUL BOYFRIEND, DELROY 
MONROE! CELROY, THIG IG OR, ROGER 
DUBOIS... ART CRITIC MAURICE JAMES... 
AND ATTORNEY ALVIN TAYLOR 


MUTHAPUCK AH! F 
T'S to:45! AH 
GOTTA GO!!! 


BYE, BABY! 
NICE MEETIN’ 


{vou THINK? Ien't ) 


AIDS CALGARY 


awareness association 


OF COURSE, BABY. 
THANK YOU. | KNOW 
THEY'RE GONNA 
LOVE YOU AS 
MUCK AS ! DO, 


CURTIS HAS BEEN 
TELLING US ABOUT 


OO HE ALSO 
TELL YALL HOW 
“VE TURNED THIS 
FORMER COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL STAR 
NTO A BIG OL 
BOTTOM BITCH? 
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Citytv 


SHERATON SUITES EAU CLAIRE 


TATTS PROMOTION 
TROJAN CONDOMS 
WORLD HEALTH CLUB 
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° in Ottawa? : 
* Contact Jeremy at jersvision@yahoo.ca_ - 
and he'll see about covering it in 
Out & About. 
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: KRICKET AND 
MITCH: 


INSIDE THE 
IMPERIAL 
HOUSE OF 
FLESH AND 
| ; FANTASY 
By Rick Pollard 


Emperor 16 Mitch de Bitch is effusive when asked to describe what he likes 
about his Empress, Kricket Thyme. 


“She is perhaps the most underrated and unappreciated Empress,” he declares. 
“She’s certainly the hardest working and most dedicated.” He pauses. “She also 
worries about other people too much and sometimes forgets to think of herself. 
She tends to put the organization before herself.” 


Kricket has equally kind words for Mitch.““There’s so many things | love about 
him. | love the way he’s able to schmooze a room. Frankly, nobody does the two- 
handed handshake better than he does. And he’s great at rallying the troops, 
getting volunteers to do things.” 


Their reign as the Sixteenth Emperor and Empress of Regina and all of 
Saskatchewan is not the first time these two have been partners in drag. From 
2004-2005, they were the reigning Mr. and Miss Gay Regina. Yet, despite all the 
years that they have been a performing couple, they still manage to be kind to 
one another. Even when they’re pressed for dirt on one another, they enumerate 
faults that they clearly find endearing. 


“ He’s just as stubborn as | am,” says Kricket in a tone that suggests she 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 


“ She’s so shy,” says Mitch.“ It’s a disadvantage to her. But it’s also a disadvan- 
tage to everyone who doesn’t have the chance to get to know her.” 


My interview with Their Most Imperial and Sovereign Majesties, Emperor and 
Empress of the Elements, The Guardians Of Fire And Earth and of Water and Air, 
took place in the Emperor’s inner sanctum, tastefully decorated, it should be 
noted, by Empress 12 and Duchess 16 Roxy Diva The Emperor actually lives in 
this reporter’s building, but of course, on a higher level befitting such an impres- 
sive series of titles. 


Still, these are the same people I’ve seen most weekends at the GLCR for the 
last several years. I’ve even seen the Emperor in various states of undress, but 
then again, so has everyone who's ever visited the GLCR dance floor on a 
Saturday night. Even when Emperor Mitch is just citizen Mitch, he likes to draw 
attention to himself. 


He laughs when | suggest that the title he chose, Guardian of Water and Air, 
suits him. “Maybe because I’m flighty?” he grins before admitting, “I’m not that 
deep or that clever, actually. It’s just that Storm (from the X-Men) is my favourite 
character.” 


Kricket is the guardian of Fire and Earth and her title suits her, as well. When 
she’s attending to her official duties as Empress, she’s gregarious and outgoing, a 
sequined vision in heels with a height and lean frame that a supermodel would 
envy. But when she’s her alter ego, Thane, she presents as quiet, serious, even 
introspective. The longtime drag performer is solid and organized, a realist who 
understands that putting together events takes a lot of hard work. 


Somewhat surprisingly, she admits that she likes the traveling that comes with 
the role. The rules of the International Court require that reigning monarchs 
perform at events in other cities. She gets particular enjoyment out of traveling 
to Calgary, where she lived for many years. “It’s interesting in a lot of ways to be 
able to represent my new city in my old one. And of course, it’s a chance to 
hobnob with the old girls.” 


On the other hand, Mitch says that he actually prefers doing events in Regina. 
“| like doing community events, and seeing the different groups in our community 
interact.” 


Kricket agrees that she and Mitch are opposite in some respects, but says that 
they “meet in the middle.” Instead of clashing, they complement one another, in 
part because they share the same goals. 


One of those goals is to raise money for the three charities they chose at the 
beginning of their reign in September 2006. 


Palliative care is a cause to which the Regal Social Association of Regina has 
contributed for a great many years. In fact, past fundraising efforts by the Regina 
Court have furnished most or all of an entire room in a palliative care home. 
“We're actually a corporate sponsor,” Kricket points out. 


Another cause important to Regina’s royals is funding for addictions services. 
Studies have shown that members of the queer community are statistically more 
likely to be addicted to alcohol, gambling or substances like pot, cocaine, E or 
crystal meth. This problem is often exacerbated by the fact that, for a lot of young 
lesbians or gay men, the local bar is their main point of contact with other queer 
people. That is certainly the case in Regina, where the active queer community 
has organized itself largely around the community-owned GLCR, the local gay bar. 


Finally, Kricket and Mitch wanted to do something tangible to address the issue 
of HIV-AIDS, an issue that they describe as “flying under the radar” in recent 
years. Unfortunately, the rate of HIV infection is on the rise again within the gay 
community. Kricket and Mitch attribute this increase to a number of factors, 
including a belief that people are no longer dying of the disease and the disturbing 
phenomenon of “bug-chasing”, something which a group of young gay men 
suffering from internalized homophobia seem to regard as “a rite of passage”. 


“They have this idea that being gay means that you’re promiscuous, you 
contract HIV and then you die,” says Mitch. “It’s frightening, and it’s sad.” 


There were a number of possible outlets for their interest in this issue, but 
Kricket and Mitch chose the Jerome Nagel-Rick Ranger Account, which operates 
under Aids Programs South Saskatchewan. The Account provides HIV-AIDS 
patients with assistance with some of the additional costs not covered by 
Medicare or private insurance plans, such as the cost of prescription drugs or the 
cost of getting to appointments with specialists. The Account receives no funding 
from either the federal or provincial governments. 


Kricket and Mitch have a similar view of their roles beyond charitable 
fundraising. There is the traditional description of the Emperor and Empress as 
goodwill ambassadors for their city and for the queer community within their city 
and their province and throughout the country. For this Emperor and Empress, 
however, they see their role as “providing a positive influence in the community 
and bringing people together.’ Throughout their reign, they have reached out to 
other queer organizations, including Pink Triangle Community Services, Lavender, 
the GLCR, Generation Queer and two-spirited people. 


“It really bothered me that a lot of the groups didn’t work together much,” says 
Mitch. 


“Coming from a small town like | did, it just seemed strange to me.” He says 
that one of the most satisfying trends of the last year has been that the various 
groups in the community seem to be working together more. “We may not have 
fully hit that goal, but when you look at who attends our shows and our other 
events, | think we’ve clearly made progress.” 


During their reign as Mr. and Miss Gay Regina, Kricket and Mitch gained a 
reputation as dynamic and hard working. But, after nearly a year as Emperor and 
Empress, they admit that their earlier roles were far easier. “We didn’t have to 
place liquor orders or put together budgets,” says Kricket. “We had the GLCR 
backing us up on details like that. But, with the Court, we're the ones who have 
to place orders, recruit volunteers and meet budgets. It’s twenty times the work.” 


On the other hand, Mr.and Miss Gay was largely a two-person show, albeit with 
the support of the GLCR board and some other members of the drag commu- 
nity. As Emperor and Empress, Mitch and Kricket are the leaders of an Imperial 
House, with a Crown Prince and Princess, Duke and Duchess and other assorted 
drag royals at their disposal ready to offer assistance. 


They admit that the experience has changed them. “There are a lot of similar- 
ities between Thane and Kricket, since of course, one is based on the other,” says 
Kricket, “but I’m definitely more outgoing when I’m in drag.” 


Mitch credits the experience with inspiring a significant amount of personal 
growth, saying, “In the course of doing this, | find that I've become a far less 
judgmental person.” 


Coronation |7 takes place at the West Harvest Inn Regina from September 20 
to 22. Clearly, the two are looking forward to the end of the reign and the oppor- 
tunity to scale down for a while. Still, the Coronation of a new Emperor and 
Empress will not mean the end of Mitch and Kricket’s involvement in the Court 
or Regina’s queer community. 


“We still have obligations,” says Mitch. “For example, we will be expected to 
host next year’s bursary show.” (Every year, the College of Monarchs awards a 
number of bursaries to queer or queer-allied youth in the Regina area to enable 
them to complete their post-secondary education.) 


Kricket maintains that, despite their long partnership, she and her Emperor are 
not sick of one another, and there are more performances in their future. She 
laughs, “We're not getting a divorce just yet.” 


For information on Regina Coronation 1|7, visit: geocities.com/courtregi- 
nacanada or http://groups.msn.com/courtofregina. You can also send an 
e-mail to empress! 6regina@hotmail.com or emperor! 6regina@hotmail.com. 
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Drowsy Chaperone’s 


Triumphant Return! 
By Doug Ross 


Consider yourself warned, because there’s a theatrical tornado about to touch 
down that goes by the name of The Drowsy Chaperone and it will be triumphantly 
returning to home base on September 19 for only four weeks, before embarking 
on a hotly-anticipated North American tour. This extremely witty, glamourous 
tale of a die-hard musical theatre fan, a celebrity bride, a debonair groom, a Latin 
lover, a dizzy Broadway chorine, a couple of shady gangsters—and let’s not forget 
the title character—will undoubtedly prove to be the theatre season’s hottest 
ticket in town, so consider yourself warned indeed! 


This highly entertaining, phenomenally successful “little show that could” origi- 
nated at Toronto’s 1999 Fringe Festival on a small, cramped stage where it became 
an instantaneous sold out hit thanks to it’s special blend of witty one-liners, 
double-entendres and hilarious scenes of high camp. As it enjoyed other equally 
well-received productions—undergoing a few staging enhancements, some minor 
adjustments to its original text and trailing tears of laughter along the way— 
Drowsy became a brightly polished jewel of a show that literally took Broadway 
by storm. In fact, the show proved to be so overwhelmingly successful that it 
recouped its initial investment of eight million dollars in less than seven months, 
which is a feat almost unheard of in today’s theatre world. Equally impressive has 
been the outstanding avalanche of awards, both theatrical and critical, that Drowsy 
has accumulated since its inception—more than two dozen and still counting. 
That amazing achievement includes the five prestigious Tony Awards the show 
garnered out of a whopping thirteen nominations in 2006. 


And whom can we thank for all of this exuberant nonsense? Well obviously let’s 
begin right at home with the show’s original creative team of Bob Martin, Don 
McKellar, Lisa Lambert and Greg Morrison. And let’s not overlook Dancap 
Productions either as that newly formed company launches its inaugural season 
by presenting Toronto with six high level, first-rate theatre-going events designed 
to appeal to its vast and discerning audiences. Businessman, philanthropist, and 
President of Dancap, Aubrey Dan is already well known to the city’s savvy 
theatrical scenesters, but clearly this company’s ambitious slate of blockbuster 
musicals promises to increase his visibility even further. So whether it’s a must- 
see Drowsy Chaperone, or a first class production of the grandiose, much beloved 
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theatrical chestnut My Fair Lady, or the multi award-winning The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee which has been hailed as a super-smart musical that is 
also an offbeat and heart-warming crowd-pleaser, or the subversively wicked and 
hysterically funny adult-themed Avenue Q that features a cast of people and 
puppets, or an elegant staging of 3 Mo’ Divas which will celebrate and showcase 
the magnificence and power of three incredible female voices as they perform 
opera, soul, R&B, pop, jazz, blues and gospel, or lastly the Canadian premiere of 
the much ballyhooed The Jersey Boys which expertly recreates the dynamic sound 
of an era as it tells the story of pop music sensations, The Four Seasons—there 
is enough uniqueness and variety to please every musical aficionado. Yes Mary— 
that means you! 


When | recently interviewed Dancap’s managing director, Paul Shaw, he 
turned out to be a genuine fountain of theatrical trivia and amusing backstage 
tidbits who is very thrilled to be part of the birth of this new theatre company 
that is dedicating itself to presenting the finest and most exciting Broadway 
musicals—created in collaboration with acclaimed artists—in Toronto and 
beyond. He enthusiastically trumpeted the finely nuanced performance by Bob 
Martin as Drowsy’s musical theatre addict in the original role he so memorably 
created. Mention was also made to watch out for the scene stealing turn by 
Georgia Engel, from TV’s Mary Tyler Moore Show, as Mrs. Tottendale.And a devilish 
laugh accompanied the good news that the sensational Nancy Opel will be 
portraying the over-the-top title role. Mr. Shaw was also quick to heap heartfelt 
accolades onto the assorted backstage craftspeople—sound technicians, 
designers, carpenters, sewers, etc—who he stressed are just as important to this 
show’s exceptional success as the onstage performers. And luckily for our 
country’s sophisticated talent pool, Dancap’s vision for the future also includes 
creating and building their own shows that will utilize the artistic skills of such 
gifted individuals. So | say two enthusiastic thumbs up, because after all, who 
doesn’t like to celebrate Canadian artists? Exactly! 


Special Offer: Outlooks proudly invites you to be one of the first to embrace 
the triumphant return of The Drowsy Chaperone to Toronto. For your chance to 
experience this smash hit musical at The Elgin Theatre, simply visit 
dancaptickets.com/outlook to enter to win a pair of tickets to the evening 
performance on September 19. 


On a sad note—it is virtually impossible to write about Canada’s thriving 
theatrical scene without mentioning the recent passing of the legendary, 
flamboyant Ed Mirvish, who was truly our country’s most celebrated theatrical 
impresario. The Canadian entertainment world and its audiences will be forever 
indebted to that extraordinary showman. Thankfully for the audience's benefit, 
Mirvish Productions will continue their expert production and presentation of 
popular hit shows under the extremely capable guidance and dedication of Ed’s 
gifted son David. 
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Dr. Draw Adagio 


Rayburg Music/Alchemy 
Entertainment 


| will confess to a weakness for the 
violin. | played it for years, and I’m 
always interested when someone 
does something new with it. Enter Moscow-born, Canadian-raised Eugene Draw, 
aka Dr. Draw and his electric violin. Add some percussion and electronic touches, 
and a classical crossover is born. Adagio is his third album, the one closest to his 
classical roots in fact. The album opens up by inviting the listener to stay awhile 
with the contemplative track, “Rain”, and gradually picks up the pace over the 
next couple of tracks. That pace is really picked up by “6am Vegas”, but it’s 
immediately slowed down by the following track, “Night”. | especially liked 
“Night” because of the contrast of the piano against the violin melody, and it 
flowed very well into “Nostalgia”, which again opened with the piano, but faded 
into the Draw’s dramatic violin. “The Party” is a track that starts out at a 
moderate pace that continually builds until the point of climax, followed by a 
sweet dénouement—and at seven minutes in length, it gives you time to enjoy the 
feel and complexity of the piece. The title track, “Adagio”, is probably the most 
rock-sounding piece on the album as a whole, with a prominent guitar sound 
accompanying the violin, and just as you think it’s going to be another take on the 
classic song, the pace picks up towards the end, the acoustic guitar turns electric, 
and it amps up the emotional weight of it all. Unlike other classical crossover acts 
such as the UK group Bond, | found Draw’s Adagio to have a greater sense of 
gravitas, of darkness, and even drama to his tracks, which | found refreshing in a 
genre that tends to be overtly cheery. Draw has created a masterpiece of the 
classical crossover field, and Adagio is addicting—so much so that by the third 
listen, you can’t shake the melodies. 
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REVIEW 


The Skin Beneath 
Nairne Holtz 
Arsenal Pulp Press, 2007 


Five years after her sister Chloe’s 
apparent suicide in New York City, Sam 
O’Connor receives a mysterious postcard 
which points out that Chloe’s death may not 
have been suicide after all. The need to find 
the truth gnawing at her, Sam leaves her life, 
her father and his boyfriend all behind in 
: Toronto and heads to Montréal, where 
\ta Chloe lived before she died. Along the way, 

Sam finds and falls in love with Chloe’s old 
roommate, Romey, learns that Chloe’s ex boyfriend is a member of the Hell's 
Angels, and she slowly gets sucked into the conspiracy theory that Chloe was 
investigating, something which may have gotten her killed. 


The trail takes her through Chloe’s Montréal, down to Detroit, back to Toronto 
to rediscover her own roots, and eventually New York City, the place of Chloe’s 
demise. Sam’s journey is more than just one of trying to find out what happened 
to her sister, but eventually more of trying to rediscover just who Chloe was, 
accomplished through a series of flashbacks. Holtz weaves between the past and 
present effortlessly as she reveals every layer of discovery along the way. W 
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One of the constants of gay life in Saskatchewan in the last ten years has been 
the outmigration of youth. Drawn by dreams of queer utopias in bigger cities like 
Calgary and Vancouver, they take off after university (if not before) for greener 
pastures. But times are changing. Buoyed by oil, biotechnology and millions of 
dollars pumped into community development projects, the economy is heating 
up. “Now Hiring” signs are everywhere, and there’s a general sense of hopeful- 
ness and excitement. The mainstream media has been stumbling over itself to 
report that people are moving back—queers too. 


Though quite lively, the gay community in Saskatoon lacks the concentrated 
visibility of a “gay ghetto”. New Saskatoonians and students may need a little help 
finding those queer connections they’re looking for. So | present, in no particular 
order, the top ten best places in Saskatoon to meet new queers. Some are old 
favourites and some you may not have heard of, but all are worth a try. 


As the days get shorter, there will still be a few hot and sunny days to visit 
Paradise Beach, better known as Bare-Ass. The more well known of Saskatoon’s 
two nude beaches is both larger and sandier than that at Cranberry Flats, which 
is a popular spot for cruising. Paradise is about twenty kilometers south of the 
city, just off Valley Road; according to the Meewasin Valley Authority, approxi- 
mately 300-500 people visit a day during peak summer hours. Laid back and with 
room to spread out, it’s a popular picnicking spot. Although public nudity is 
technically illegal in Saskatchewan, RCMP officers who occasionally patrol the 
area for liquor leave nude folks alone. 


The University of Saskatchewan Students’ Union Pride Centre has gone 
through a number of name changes since it opened eleven years ago. Formerly 
the LGBTA Centre (aka “Acronym Centre”), it’s still the first stop to tune in to 
what’s queer on campus. There’s always a friendly crowd at the drop-in centre— 
but don’t stop by too often, or you risk addiction and subsequent recruitment as 
a volunteer. ussu.ca/pridecentre 


Volunteering can be a great way to meet people, though. Organizations like the 
Avenue Community Centre are always on the hunt for new volunteers. You could 
get started at AIDS Saskatoon’s Red Ribbon Tag Day,a September 8 fundraiser for 
their Emergency Assistance Fund for people living with HIV/AIDS, or the AIDS 
Walk, September 23. aidssaskatoon.ca 


You can’t walk ten feet at the Saskatoon Farmers’ Market without bumping into 
epicurious queers out shopping. The farmers market is open year round on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, and has all the locally-grown produce, baked 
goods and hormone-free meat you’ll need to impress at your next dinner party 
(plus a few tables of kitten needlepoints). Construction on the market’s new 
home at Avenue B and 19 Street won’t be finished until fall, but a few burly 
construction workers won’t hurt your quest for organic shallots. 


saskatoonfarmersmarket.com 


Diner culture in Saskatoon didn’t die when Kountry Korner was bulldozed in 
2004. It just went from late night to morning. The Park Café, a retro-style diner 
that has become a hot spot among theatre and arts groups along 20 Street. It’s 
ridiculously popular for both casual lunch meetings and hangover breakfast. The 
food is fabulous too—the chef even smokes his own bacon. 
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The Bridge City Chorus begins its new season in September, with open 
auditions for new members on September 10. Non-singers can get involved too, 
by helping organize concerts, dances, and raising money for the chorus’ travel to 
sing at festivals, conferences, and with gay choirs across Western Canada. 
Practices happen every Monday at St. Thomas Wesley United Church. 


geocities.com/bridgecitychorus 


St. Thomas Wesley is just one of several gay-friendly churches and church 
groups in the city. The Unitarian Centre is also friendly, and is full of young queer 
families. Both churches have been certified by their denominations as being 
welcoming to gay and lesbian members. There are also regular meetings of 
Dignity, for gay Roman Catholics, and Integrity, for Anglicans. 


Want to meet more people who identify like you do? There’s a social and/or 
support group for nearly everyone: MTF transsexuals, genderqueers/transguys, 
gay parents, parents of gay children, lesbians, gay men, youth and two-spirit 
people. Most social groups take the summer off, but start meeting again early in 
September. The Avenue Community Centre is the easiest place to get informa- 
tion about meetings. avenuecommunitycentre.ca 


The west-side core neighbourhood of Caswell Hill is becoming the new hot 
neighbourhood for queers—especially lesbians and families with children. It’s 
taking over from high-priced City Park, whose tall and colourful character houses 
have long been a favourite of upper-middle class gay men. Although Saskatoon’s 
housing market is going the way of Alberta’s (the city’s average selling price rose 
twenty-six percent between February 2006 and 2007), there are still relatively 
affordable options in the neighbourhood. It’s also home to a number of gay- 
owned businesses, like Box Office Video and Blooms Florist. 


Who could forget Diva’s? It’s been a tried-and-true place to meet people since 
it opened its doors over fourteen years ago. As the only advertised gay club in 
the city, Diva’s has a very mixed crowd: all ages of men and women, with not a 
small number of friendly straight folks who’ve come for the music. (Diva’s was 
recently voted Best Nightclub by readers of the alternative biweekly, Planet S.) 
Diva’s is also home to monthly drag shows, which are fundraisers for charities 
chosen by Mr. and Miss Diva’s 2007, Richard Everhard and Crystal Clear. Like 
most clubs, Diva’s picks up later in the evening—you could always start out at the 
Hotel Senator for a pint of imported beer, or new martini lounge, Flint. 


divasclub.ca W 


We review and anal aspect of your life to 
prepare an action fan teigeed eciiclly for you! 


® Strategic Investment Planning 
Risk vs. Retum 


® Risk Analysis 
Life, Disability, Critical Illness and Long Term Care Insurance 


= Cash Management 
Mortgages, Investment & RSP Loans 


# Estate Road Map 
® Retirement Forecast 


Contact us to get started today! 
403-229-0555 joel bray@investorsgroup.com 


Jones, CFP 


September 2007 29 


NICMOS INN 
A heritage inn located in bevcutifal downtown st. johws, Nexfewnllion! 


Park House is nestled next to the be vat 
Bannerman Park, in the heart of 


St. John’s area,and is within w 


112 Militery Raal, SL. John's 
TEL: (709) 576 2265 or (709) 57% 6098 | FAX: (709) 576 2268 | TOLL FREE: T Sob 303 O86 
EMAL: wea | WERSITE:wn. 


16 nice rooms 
some with sling 


and a perfectly 
furnished studio 


TV & DVD Player 


and a delicious 
breakfast buffet 


ECTION, 


Fuggerstr. 33 
10777 Berlin - Germany 


ArtHotel 


Tel. +49 (30) 210 21 88 - 00 
Fax: +49 (30) 210 21 88 - 30 
info@art wwmecton.de 


ww. arthotel-connection.de 


House On 
» McGill B&B 


- 


w\ 
ft ; - 
“A Chureh St. village 


Bed & Greakfast 
wanimcgillbb.ca 


416.351.1503 
oreoo0.5015 
megilleb@itogers.com 
170 McGill Street 
TORONTO 


APES ae 
4 e 
177 Frank Street Ottawa, ON Canada 
613.688.2753 - 877.580.5015 
Please visit our associate property in 
Toronto's Gay Village at www.mcgillbb.ca 


rideauinn2005@rogers.com 


30 September 2007 


Df Jo] 4 
SY oull flip for us 


When visiting > ( £ C /, ft OF 
Somersel 


Orrawa, relax 


: ; 

‘ id 
in the ZY ’ ” 
elegance ol Te 
our beautiful “F — i a 

= Jiscover the — u ° 
Victorian -_— Hie cee mn il 
comfort o! ie 
bed A 
breakfast the Inn on 182 Somerset St. W.. Ottawa 
rea ’ 
z Somerser. 
in the heart of » 


the action J info(@Minnonsomerset.com 


MERCURIO 


PUERTO VALLARTA © MEXICO 


: 
) ee Na) —f~ 


Guest House 


Experience our 1912 Arts & Craft heritage home 
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is a proud sponsor of 


Canada’s most important HIV/AIDS fundraising and awareness event is 
the annual AIDS Walk for Life. During the national event, cities and 
communities from across the country will host Walks to raise funds 
for local services and programming and to raise awareness about 
HIV/AIDS. 


HIV/AIDS affects us all. There is no cure and no vaccine. We Walk for 
those who are no longer with us. We Walk to support those living with 
and affected by HIV/AIDS. We Walk to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS in our 
own communities. We all have our reasons, 
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Whatever your reason, join the fight against HIV/AIDS in your commu- 
nity and Walk. When you Walk and collect pledges for the AIDS Walk for 
Life, you are making a difference in the lives of those living with and 
affected by HIV/AIDS in your community. 


We hope that one day we won't need to Walk any longer. Until then, the 
Walk will do us good. 


For information on how you can participate, please visit our website at 
aidswalkforlife.ca or e-mail us at info@aidswalkforlife.ca 
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ALL AIDS WALK FOR LIFE PROCEEDS SUPPORT DIRECT SERVICES FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH AND AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS IN YOUR COMMUNITY, 
2007 IMAGE BY ACCLAIMED CANADIAN HIV+ ARTIST JOE AVERAGE 


REPRODUCED WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE ARTIST. 
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Taking The Reigns 
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elen Kennedy- we 


By Dale Smith 


After a year of upheaval, Equality for Gays And Lesbians Everywhere (EGALE) 
is charting a new course. With a new Executive Director at the helm, EGALE is 
now looking towards a future where, although the equal marriage question has 
been settled, there is still a lot of work to be done. 


Helen Kennedy took over the job of Executive Director in May of this year. 
Born in Ireland, Kennedy moved to Canada in 1980 and soon became involved in 
politics at the municipal level. 


“| worked with Olivia Chow for the last seven years at [Toronto] City Hall,” 
Kennedy says. “When she was successful at her federal run, | ran to replace her 
at city council, and | was beaten by Adam Vaughan” (a former Citytv personality 
in Toronto). “Before that, | was elected to city council in East York for a term, | 
didn’t seek re-election.” The decision not to run again was because of an overlap 
with the new provincial NDP government, and a desire to concentrate at the 
provincial level. “I worked at Queen’s Park for the NDP government when they 
won in 1990, and before that when they were in opposition.” 


“?’m a political junkie, but now I’m non-partisan and it feels really good,” 
Kennedy says with a laugh. “Great, actually. Now you get to pick the best from 
all four parties, especially when it comes to human rights issues and equal rights. 
There are no political affiliations—you just go with the one that’s the right thing 
to do. Equality is equality, it doesn’t matter which party you vote for. That’s one 
of the things that drew me to EGALE. It’s a great opportunity to advance GLBT 
issues, and that was key for why | took the job.” 


Outside of politics, Kennedy’s other love is her motorcycle, riding with the 
Amazons, a motorcycle club in Toronto. “I enjoy it—it’s a form or relaxation. And 
it’s an excuse to wear chaps.” 


Since joining EGALE, Kennedy has been very busy. “We’ve moved our office— 
we have an office in Ottawa and also an office in Toronto.” While she often works 


out of the Toronto office, Kennedy anticipates being in Ottawa once the House 
comes back in the fall. 


In the past year, EGALE has seen a change in personnel with the departure of 
former Executive Director Gilles Marchildon to pursue other interests, while Kaj 
Hasselriis took over as interim director until Kennedy's arrival in May. “We're 
moving forward in a different direction and I’m very excited about it,’ Kennedy 
says. “The last three months have been great. We have a very strong board of 
directors, a strong corps of volunteers that keep us going, and for the amount of 
people that we have in the organisation, we do an incredible amount of work.” 


“What we’re working on right now is we're putting together a coalition of 
GLBT groups from around the province and we're hosting a leader’s debate on 
September 9 for the provincial election, and the response from the GLBT groups 
has been amazing. Over thirty organisations have joined with us to host this. I’ve 
called it ‘Queering the Vote, and EGALE Canada’s political camp will take it across 
the country to form coalitions with other GLBT organisations to become a polit- 
ical force—not just during elections but during other times as well. | think it’s 
really important that we start to share our resources and come together under 
one umbrella when we're pushing our issues. We saw what the presidential 
debate did in the States—it was phenomenal.” 


If successful, Kennedy hopes this kind of debate can happen in other provincial 
elections and beyond. “It would be fantastic to run a debate at the federal level,” 
she says. “Once we form our alliances with GLBT organisations across the 
country, | think that we’ll be in a really good position to do that and to send an 
invitation to the four leaders to come and speak on GLBT issues.” 


But questions across the community are being asked—now that equal marriage 
has happened, just what is EGALE doing these days? Are they still relevant since 
we have equality? 


“| would love to say that we have solved everything and that we don’t have to 
lobby anymore, but everything that we have fought for and have won has taken 
us a long time to get where we are,” Kennedy says. “We still have bullying in our 
schools, we still have teen suicide because they can’t come out, we still have 
discrimination in the workplace. We have trans issues, gender identity not being 
part of the human rights code. There are tonnes of things that we still need to 
accomplish as a community. There are so many hard-won gains that are still at 
risk, if you look at the marriage issue and how it got put back on the table after 
it had been decided. Look around the country and see some of the issues that 
are being raised—Pride in London, Ontario, the Pride flag issue in Truro, Nova 
Scotia—people in these smaller communities still aren’t out because it’s not 
accepted. We have a lot to change in order for the GLBT community to be 
accepted, and certainly the two issues that | want to move EGALE forward with 
are the education system and trans issues.” 


The school boards are key, in Kennedy’s estimation. “One of the things that 
we're doing right now is we have two interns—one in Toronto, one in Ottawa, 
and what they’re doing is an analysis of every school board across the country, 
examining the policies or lack of policies protecting the GLBT youth from 
bullying and harassment. Once the analysis is done, then we have to reach out to 
the ministries of education and the school boards in the provinces and say ‘look, 
this is unacceptable. Make these changes because our youth are at risk’” 


The discussions on more inclusive curricula that are taking place in BC are also 
part of what Kennedy wants to tackle with the education system. “We have to 
form relationships with the individual school boards to get those curriculum 
changes, but not just for GLBT youths themselves. In terms of changing attitudes, 
it’s extremely important, and also we have the children of gay parents in the 
school system and that’s not something that hasn’t really been addressed yet and 
it’s something that EGALE has taken on.” 


“We do a lot with the resources that we have,” Kennedy says. “And one of the 
things that I’m hoping to do is to grow. We have to reach out to our donor base 
and expand upon it, because the only way that we can grow and provide the 
services that we have to provide is to have a strong donor base. We can move 
forward on some of these really important issues.” 


Though she has traditionally worked with local and provincial-level govern- 
ments, Kennedy sees no problem moving into the federal sphere. “In terms of 
how you do it, it’s the same—lobbying and organising, you organise locally and it 
grows provincially and federally. You have to do it at all three levels to be effec- 
tive—especially if EGALE wants to look at making changes at the school board 
level, then you have to look at organising locally, because that’s where the 
decisions are made. Changing policies in various ministries of education is crucial, 
and that’s all provincial. It’s challenging.” 


Vv 


And Kennedy looks ready to take on that challenge. 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 
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106 
help wanted 


Relocating to B.C. 

Looking for someone with a valid 
drivers License and some muscle to help 
with the move prior, and drive to B.C. to 
help at that end...Bus Ticket to return to 
Calgary would be provided. September 
14th to about the 17th.(rate negotiable-- 

references required). 
Contact on cell 403-554 2683. 


Entrepreneurs Dream 
Expanding global markets Seeking 
partners within our LGBT community. 
Build significant income on the side. 
We earn well, have fun. Open-minded? 
Learn more 24/7: 888-376-9788 


203 


shared 
accommodations 


ROOMMATE WANTED 
Looking for Flight Attendant to share 
a d/t condo in Calgary. $500 per month 
which includes fully furnished room 
with TV, DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 
DD. Call Richard at 403-228-1512 


Calgary Roomate wanted to share with 
GM/28, beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 level Apt. 
Walk to C-train, Stanley Park & 4th St. 
S.W. Includes all utilities, cable, w/d, d/w, 
internet, phone, parking. $800 

in Calgary call 403-245-2250 
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accommodations 


/ Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


| 11" Street 
Lodging 


Bed and Breaklast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 

| PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 10 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 
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vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 

daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


Centrally located and available 
monthly or weekly. 
For more information visit 
http://palm-springs.ca or call 
403-616-6425 


PALM SPRINGS CONDO 


305 
general sales 


Best DVDs for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS  weengmes 
VIDEO =r 
#202, 11745 Jasper 
Ave., Edmonton,AB 
TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express @shaw.ca 


Collectibles for SALE 


Queer Elizibeth 11 silver jubilee coin, 
stamp and first day cover collections in 


MINT condition. From all 


Commonwealth countries in a variety 
of denominations. If interested please 


e-mail: adanddesign@shaw.ca 


OUTLEQKS 
MEET THAT 
SPECIAL 

SOMEONE 


Take out a classified ad in Outlooks 
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401 
vancouver massage 
B.C.’s BEST ALL MALE 


MASSAGE 
Our site is: 


VANCOUVERGAYMASSAGE.com 


401 
Calgary massage 


MASSAGE THE WAY YOU WANT 
Mobile service only. $80 per hour. 
Call in Calgary 403-230-4462 
10AM - 10PM ONLY 


401 


Edmonton massage 


Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 

phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


402 
friends 


Cute young bearcub looking for 
Daddy in Edmonton. I’m 22, 5710”, 
165lbs, blond hair, blue eyes. I enjoy 

movies, hiking and dining out. Looking 
for someone age 45-60 and has to be 
young at heart. REPLY # 0901 


Shy GWM looking friends. I am 35 


just out and I enjoy camping, swimming 
and most outdoor activities. Looking for 


friends 30 to 40 with similar interests in 
Vancouver. REPLY #0902 


Warm, sensitive, female looking for 


understanding and caring friends between 
ages 45 to 60. Iam in my early 40s and I 


enjoy books, poetry, walks along the 
beach and cooking dinner for two. 
REPLY # 0903 


GWM 55, successful businessman, 


well traveled and fun loving. I’m looking 


for younger guys to spend time with 
seeking friendship and possibly more. I 
live in Southern Alberta but can travel. 
REPLY # 0904 


Asian, 23, 53”, 150lbs, swimmers 


build seeking friends and possibly more. 


Looking for guys 30 to 40 for possible 
meeting. I like swimming, hiking, 
camping, dinners at home and the 

movies. REPLY # 0905 


Clean shaven, GWM, 32, seeking to 
meet other guys 18 to 35 for fun times 
and possibly more. I am an artist and I’m 
looking for caring, sensitive guys who 
also enjoy the finer things in life. 

REPLY # 0910 


26 year old GWM in Calgary, looking 
for a long-term relation ship. Looking 
for a GWM 18-35, funny, smart, 
outgoing. Please reply to #0601 with 
pictures & profile. 


GWM, 55, world travelled, own 
motorhome. Looking for mature man 
for future retirement plans. Reply #0501 


Asian gay male, 45, looking for same 
under 30. Interested in casual friendship, 
possible long-term relationship. Enjoy 
travel, theatre and outdoor activities. 
Send photo and profile to Reply #0602 


Brazil (45.180.96) GWM masculine 
hairy top, foot/tickle fetish seeks: 30-40 
NDINS non-slim caring, cuddlish, 
suportive blond (plus) serious life partner 
Marc 
Box 3670 
20001-970 Rio, Brazil 


Fit, slim, 40’s GWM, looking 
for long-term relationship. 
Seeking similar age male who 
enjoys an active lifestyle and 
keeping fit. Reply #0502 


404 


dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


CURRENT DEADLINE: September 24th, 2007 


Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
PROVINCE/STATE: 
CODE: 
DAY PHONE: 
HOME PHONE: 
ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 
VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


34 September 


FIRST 25 WORDS - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


OurTLpQKs 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


Entire ad in Bold: 


Border Around Ad: 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


$20.00 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 


$15.00 
$15.00 


Reply Number Forwarding: 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


ADD 7% GST: 
GRAND TOTAL: 


Wisdom 11:24 “You love everything that exists 


MARRAIGE PREPARATION 
SEMINARS CALGARY 
for Same Gender Couples 
10-hour small group seminar for 
couples considering marriage, offered by 
the United Church of Canada and facili- 
tated by community members who are 
professional counsellors. November 16 
& 17. Seminar begins Friday evening, 


and hate nothing that you have made.” 


God loves you and created you gay. 
www.createdgay.com 


Need to talk? 416-964-6600 or 
1-877-964-6600 
Free, Confidential, Anonymous 


registration required. Cost: $175/couple. 
Contact: 403-294-0378 or 
www:pastoralcareunited.ca. 


concluding late Saturday afternoon. Pre- 


MONTREAL 


Gay classy. Huge and thick 9” uncut. 
Versatile, awesome body, sexy. 
Available for hot sex! 


Gaytouch 2008. 
International gay massage week 
on Crete (Greece), 
May 2008. Learn massage by the 
sea! Your European experience 
complete! 
www.touch-massage.com (click 
English then Gaytouch). 


Very Open! Located in Montreal’s 
Gay Village. 24/7, Out call’s $150 
downtown Montreal 
514-523-3825 / 514-686-SXXX 


8.5 CUT 
Jamaica Mix 
Slim Toned Swimmers Build 
In\Out 
calgary_sean @hotmail.com 


Your opinion wanted! Join pride 
panel! A leading Canadian market 
research company launched the Pride 
panel to get the opinions of GLBT 
consumers to marketers. Join here: 
https://www.mysurvey.ca/cgi-bin/panel- 
reg.cgi? CFR=41 


ACTORS & 
MODELS!!! 


MALE / FEMALE A 


IF YOU HAV 


403-229-2420 
E-MAIL P > U UME TO 
TALENT@IMODELMANAGEMENT.CA 


HOROSCOPE TR 


Saturn will make a move into Virgo this September providing practicality and a sense of accomplishment. 
There is nothing beyond the realm of possibilities. Dream big. No, bigger!! 


b 3 FP AH 
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ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Working hard will bring its rewards this September. At least that is what gay Rams 
find once they get off their lazy duffs and get down to the task at hand. The urge is 
to lie back and enjoy it, but Saturn has other plans for you. The job beckons and you 
cannot ignore it or refuse it. But what seems onerous now pays off big dividends later. 
Rest on your laurels in the late fall. 

TAURUS) (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Don’t be surprised if fun becomes one more life lesson. (Oh yippee.) They say genius 
is one per cent inspiration and ninety-nine per cent perspiration, so take that as your 
cue to sweat out a fabulous creation with a few inspiring souls. Thankfully, queer Bulls 
are practical to a fault, so everything you do now is valuable grist for the future party 
season. It is never too early. 

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Your domestic agenda is in for a review this September.And not a moment too soon. 
Pink Twins need to rein in the vast array of home related projects and begin to tackle 
them one by one. Before you know it, you will have the home that you have always 
dreamt of, but never felt you deserved. Well that may still be true.... 

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Even though routine is the hobgoblin of little minds, structure and routine can play a 
major role in how you interact and express yourself this September. Practice your 
public speaking, do your research and prepare to dazzle the immediate crowd. Gay 
Crabs must not retreat into their shells. There is too much at stake to remain quiet 
and plotting. 

LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Proud Lions often don’t know the meaning of delayed gratification. Maybe that is good 
but the cosmos thinks otherwise. Cheap Saturn is well-placed for you this September. 
Not only can you come to terms with your reckless spending and lack of interest in 
your finances, you may even make some giant steps towards solvency. Okay, we'll 
happily accept a few baby steps now. 

VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 

Saturn will move into your own sign this September. Lucky you. Queer Virgins will 
manage not only to make a serious and impactful first impression, they can also 
carefully analyze, spec out and launch some meaningful long term projects that are 
almost guaranteed to pay off. Yes things may appear closer than they really are in the 
mirror but perseverance increases your speed. 

LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 

If you find that you are a bit more intuitive, give your sixth sense free rein when 
Saturn moves into Virgo. You’ll not only make better decisions, you can also disarm 
potential rivals and overcome roadblocks to your success—in whatever form it takes. 
Proud Libras have a trick or two up their sleeves this September. Hmm is that really 
where they are?? 

SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 

There'll be few things that you can learn from friends this September. And not only 
where the best bars are located. Surround yourself with good gay company. Be open 
to suggestion on all levels and take a few snippets of advice. Queer Scorps think that 
they know all the answers but Saturn begins to ask you a few new questions. Uhhh. 
SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 

Do you feel that your professional path is blocked? Do you feel stagnated and bored? 
As Saturn enters Virgo, gay Archers must face themselves in the mirror and see what 
they need to do to break their professional log jam. Maybe a change of focus is in 
order or maybe it is a complete change of job. The answers will come to you in the 
next few months. Play the lottery... 2??? 

CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 

Travel may appear to be more trouble than it is worth, but it is simply not true. 
Rather than sit at home, delegate the details to someone who is an expert. Pink Caps 
who venture Out and explore the world will benefit more than they expect. New 
ideas, new perspectives and new people all contribute to a better rounded you. Or 
is it all that great exotic food? 

AQUARIUS (JANUARY 2! - FEBRUARY 19) 

Aqueerians will become more practical than usual in their love life. Not only do they 
crave lust and chemistry (who doesn’t?), they also hope for a bit of money with their 
honey. Your big dreams don’t come cheap and neither should you. Saturn sez, focus 
your gaze on the big prize and do your best to attract the cream of the crop before 
you curdle. 

PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 

Guppies are usually incurable romantics, but September will bring you down to earth 
in any relationship that needs to be stabilized. Not a moment too soon! If you have 
needs that are not being met, you now find successful ways of getting what you want. 
If you are searching for a catch, check out some new ponds. A certain toad could 
turn out to be royalty. Then again.... 

© 2007 THE STARRY EYE, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes Only. 
Lichtenstein’s blog www.thestarryeye.typepad.comcovers everything new age. Her 
astrology book HerScopes: A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians is an international 
sensation. Buy it and feel the vibration. 
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Darrin & Kevin Melissa & Sean (Joe) Wedding 
= August 11 


: Cody & Julia 

Edmonton Fringe Melissa & Sean Joseph : 
Festival ; 
August 19 


EDMONTON 


August 9 


Connie, Marni & ‘Brandy 


. : Planning an event in Edmonton? Contact jackson@jacksonphotografix.com : 
Hostess Tanya La Ra 7 and he’ll see about covering it in Out & About. 
: Photos by: jacksonphotografix.com 
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—= Western Canadian Pride Campout 


—$—<$ August 3 - 6 


h & Luca 
" PN 


Melrose Cafe & Bar 
Whatever your 
I would be honored latew 
to serve as your 
Marriage Officiant 
and celebrate your 


- 1 


R40 1 we) 


union! 
TD Canada Trust is proud to support L 
the Calgary AIDS Walk for Life. “T, you, he, she, we...in the garden of 
mystic lovers - are not true distinctions.” 
Rumi 
i) Canada Trust Rev. Nadene Rogers Café + Bar “Patio 
Banking can be thes comfortable (403) 247-0602 © revnadene@shaw.ca —* 


730 - 17TH Ave SW . Phone 228-3566 


www.weddingsmyway.com 


www.melros secalg gary.com 
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Creme de la Creme 


By Roy Heale 


A warm, sunny summer evening in 
Amsterdam is always a pleasant occur- 
rence, but on this particular night in the 
gardens at the Gleevnik Museum it was an 
extra special occasion when the 
Eurocreme models and staff hosted a 
media reception. The lush green garden 
with its sparkling fountain and vivid flora 
was enhanced by the good looks of the 
likes of Cameron Jackson, Yohan Volny, 
Anthony Thomas, Thomas Dyk and Alex 
Stevens just to name a few. Add to this the 
Eurocreme owners, directors, producers 


Thomas & Alex 


and staff, and you have the [ 
perfect recipe for a family 
summer evening in paradise— 
or at least as close as you can 
achieve on earth. 


Just over five years ago, 
Eurocreme was just a dream 
for John Tosh who was at a 
career standstill in the hi-tech 
industry in England. Tosh knew he wanted to make a career change, but didn’t 
know what to do next—until one day he thought about producing gay adult 
movies. As the idea germinated Tosh knew that the first step would be to find a 
good director—that is first after finding some money. He wanted an experienced 
director currently working in films or documentaries, and of course he had to be 
gay and ready to turn his talents to adult movies. A successful Google search 
uncovered Simon Booth. Following several conversations and meetings between 
the two gay men, the rest—as they say—is gay history. 


In those early days, Booth directed the movies and Tosh assisted with produc- 
tion and arranged for distribution. Most of their models were amateurs and fresh 
faces in the industry, which is a successful formula that mainly continues today. 
Although Booth admits that working with amateurs just starting in the business 
can be more challenging, it also can be more rewarding in the longer term. Today, 
approximately half of the models apply to Eurocreme for a position and the other 
half are discovered by Internet research—a job that many would envy. 


As the company grew and developed into one of Europe’s industry leaders, 
about three years ago they joined forces with Homoactive.com to expand and 
improve their distribution capabilities. Today, Eurocreme has offices in London, 
Amsterdam and New York with over twenty-five full-time employees. Their online 
presence has grown substantially and they have just launched the Eurocreme 
Mansion in the Czech Republic for online chat and viewing with their exclusive 
models. 


Managing Director Steve Thompson is most excited about the recent addition 
of their New York office. To date North America has been a smaller market for 
Eurocreme movies and Thompson thinks there is a great deal of room for expan- 
sion and development outside of Europe and primarily in the United States and 
Canada. With frequent visits to New York, Thompson will be spending more time 
there for the balance of this year and into 2008. 


Spending time chatting with this dynamic group of gay men it is easy to see that 
Eurocreme is just like one big gay family as a feeling of brothers—or sisters— 
rather than employees, pervades the group. This probably contributes greatly to 
their successes thus far. 


Another important component of this gay company’s success has been the 
models’ careers after their time in front of the camera. This is an industry 
renowned for ‘dumping’ the talent when it becomes too old for the business. Not 
so with Eurocreme, where they work to develop the other skills which their 
models have to offer and try to find them places fitting their talents within the 
corporation. Sometimes beauty and brains do come together and it’s a pity to 
waste those perfect packages when you discover them. 


Today Eurocreme produces and markets over twenty different brands including 
the popular Bare, Bulldog, Punkz, Raw, Rudeboiz, Twinkz and, of course, 
Eurocreme and Eurocreme Platinum. The range, variety and style of these brands 
are each unique and cater to a distinctive clientele. This is another of the 
contributing reasons for their success. 


And then there are the models... on this 
particular night in paradise there are six of 
Eurocreme’s exclusive models from the Czech 
Republic and England plus two Alpha Male 
models and one from the Bulldog series. They 
range from veterans like Cameron Jackson who 
has starred in over thirty movies and new up- 
and-comers like handsome, young Anthony 
§ Thomas who has completed five productions. 
The cast for this evening also includes experi- 
enced Johan Volny (twenty movies), Thomas 
Dyk (twenty movies), Alex Stevens (eleven 
movies), Ashley Ryder (eight movies) and new 
Eurocreme talents Trojan Rock and Carlo Cox 
' from Alpha Male, plus Jake Ryder from Bulldog. 
Each of these talented performers spent time 
mingling with the media guests and each had a 
fascinating story to tell as to how they started 
in the business. 


During the course of conversations it was 
interesting to learn that Anthony Thomas is 
~< already spending more time in Eurocreme’s 
mj web division rather than working in the movies. Thomas already had 
considerable web savvy before he started modelling and now he gets to 
combine both, but full-time work on the website is his real passion. He 
| has an amazing conversational charm, destroying the stereotypical myth 
that adult movie actors are only good at one thing. Currently residing 
in the North of England, his involvement in the web division allows him 
\ to work at home and continue his committed relationship with a long- 
term boyfriend. Based on his on-screen talents some might consider it 
a pity that he is doing fewer 
movies, but there will be a few 
more Anthony Thomas movies 
still to come. 
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Recently, Cameron Jackson made the 
decision to take a break from being in front) 
of the cameras and he moved from Prague ee 
to work in administration at Eurocreme’s 
Amsterdam office. This might be another 
big disappointment to Jackson’s fans but 
fortunately he leaves behind a body of 
work that will be enjoyed for many years 
by many people. 


With the advent of the new Eurocreme 
Mansion in the Czech Republic a position 
opened up for a manager of the house and 
the models, which was quickly filled by 
Johan Volny. His years of experience 
working with other models and his admin- 
istration talents will ensure the residents 
and operations of the Mansion get off to a 
smooth start and enjoy a successful future. 


So as you can tell, that early vision by 
Tosh has truly turned into a successful 
reality and created a gay adult movie family that seems destined for even greater 
success in the future. When asked how he felt about his career-changing decision, 
Tosh only remarked, “...how difficult it is to finance a start-up gay business and 
thank goodness for credit cards! We kept going thinking maybe if we can produce 
one more movie we might make a profit...” Traditionally, bankers run a mile when 
a start-up GLBT business applies for a bank loan, which means that creative 
financing is a necessity for such ventures to get off the ground. This is not for the 
faint-hearted or anyone lacking long-term stamina, but it’s a necessity to start a 
gay business from scratch. 


Money is important to the success of every business but somehow after 
spending time with this group of entrepreneurs one gets the feeling Eurocreme 
is all about being one big, happy gay family and that’s something money cannot 
buy. W 


For more information visit eurocreme.com 
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The Stoneage 
From: HIS DVD 


Builderboy 


From: Eurocreme - Dreamboy 


| ae Drink & Fine Proposed dines 1907 


Featuring: Eddie Stone, Jesse Santana, Trey Casteel, Logan Robbins, Tory 
Mason, Jorden Michaels, Kyle Aames, Jamie Donovan, Chase Matthews, Cole 
Ryan 

Running Time: 65 minutes 


In 1954 two scientists, Cole Ryan and Kyle Aames, find caveman Eddie 
Stone who is frozen in a large block of ice. They think this is the discovery 
of a lifetime. At this time, Cole and Kyle are running a top secret Federal 
Government research project at the Buddrock University of Delaware. As 
they chip away at the ice revealing more of their caveman, it’s impossible for 
them to contain their excitement as they dream of Nobel prizes and more. 
In fact Cole is fully aroused by the heat of the moment and Kyle admits that 
he is also turned on. They soon forget the frozen caveman in favour of sating 
their own passions on the laboratory workbench. These two studly scien- 
tists make another discovery—how much they enjoy sex with each other! 


The heat of their passion seems to have a thawing affect on their frozen 
stranger as he traverses back in time to his cave dwellings and his earlier life. 


Eddie is with his fellow cavemen Jesse Santana and Trey Casteel as they 
seem to be hunting for something or someone. Trey heads off and leaves 
Jesse and Eddie alone in a cave where Eddie makes it clear he is searching 
for sex. Jesse is happy to comply and reveals ten inches ready for action. Just 
as they are enjoying foreplay, Trey returns and quickly shows his anger at 


Featuring: Alex Stevens, Mason Wyler, George Basten, Titch Jones, Damien 
Esco, Anthony Thomas, Ashley Ryder, Adam Tremadoc, Rio Francisco, Jon Elliot, 
Zak Hazzard, James Alexander 


Running Time: | 16 Minutes 


The growing construction industry will never be the same again. Not after 
director Simon Booth has brought together some of Europe’s hottest young 
gay models and America’s Mason Wyler for a look at what goes on behind the 
scenes when the site foreman isn’t looking. 


Mason Wyler is visiting England and decides that he will get a job on a 
building site for a couple of weeks to earn some extra cash. After all, he’s 
always fantasized about the hot, muscular men who work in construction—and 
what it would be like to have sex with some of them. 


Adam Tremadoc is the site foreman and on this particular day he sends 
Mason off to another site to work with a couple of Czech boys. When Mason 
arrives, he discovers two handsome young Eastern European men stripping old 
wallpaper from the walls. George Basten and Alex Stevens are the workmen 
wearing just their blue jeans flexing their muscles as they work hard at their 
task. On their lunch break Mason discovers that dreams really do come true 
when the Czech workers reveal everything to Mason and a hot threesome 
ensues. Obviously Mason is ready for this surprise and proves that he can 
handle two men at the same time with great ease and pleasure. But then who 
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being left out of the hot action. Trey is obviously the master of this three- 
some and makes it clear to Eddie, as he rapes the young caveman while Jesse 
watches powerless—but definitely turned on—by the aggressive scene 
before his eyes. Punishment turns to pleasure and this threesome comes 
together only to be separated again by the master. 


In several scenes Eddie continues to search for Jesse only to be thwarted 
by the other cavemen under the master’s rule. But true love rules and the 
two are re-united with a surprise twist to the story before Eddie is frozen 
in time. 

In the end, the Federal Government steps in to 
shut down the research project and Cole and Kyle 
are left alone without their major scientific 
discovery but with their newfound passion for each 
other. 


There must be a sequel coming soon! 


RATING: 


(OUT OF FIVE STARS) 


Review sponsored by: 
Express Video 
#202 - 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780)482-7480 exec.express@shaw.ca 


couldn’t handle or be handled by George and Alex at the same time? 


As Mason switches from one work crew to another, his fantasies continue 
to become realities. 


He pulls a muscle in his shoulder while working with Titch Jones and 
another husky worker. Mason soon learns that Titch is really good with his 
hands when it involves pain relief. He reveals that Titch is turning him on and 
Titch shows his foot long manhood which also needs a hand job.A rest break 
is in order as these three labourers go to work on each other. 


With the constant change of work crews and all the hot sexual action it’s 
going to be hard for Mason to return to his tour of England when working in 
construction is really his dream come true! 


Review sponsored by: egicreme 
com 


RATING: 


(OUT OF FIVE STARS) 
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Calgary's sigsess line for Man to Man Action! 


MORE MEN. 
MORE VARIETY. 
IVE AND LOCAL. 

ALWAYS HOT. 
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1.900. 4518434 (75 inf $24" 
Other Cities : Regina 306.566.8111 » Saskatoon 306.667.6111 
+ Vancouver 604.639.0606 « Victoria 250.414.4424 » Winnipeg 204.947.6725 
Try Cruiseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to 5FREE - www.cruiseline.ca 
50% off with our new member s special. Call customer support for more info: 1.877.882.2005 
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1136 10th Avenue S.W. 
Monday to Thursday 12 - 6pm 


Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 12 - 5pm 
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